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3. NORWICH 
 

Introduction 
 

3.1 The Norwich urban area is at the top of the GNLP settlement hierarchy. As the 

most accessible and sustainable location in the area, Norwich benefits from a 

high level of accessibility to a broad range of local and sub-regional services 

and facilities. In this local plan, Norwich will retain that prime position and be 

promoted for a significant share of housing and economic development in the 

GNLP. The area within the city boundary is largely built up and no large-scale 

greenfield sites remain available to allocate. Therefore, Norwichôs potential for 

the delivery of new housing and economic development will be reliant on the 

use of previously developed land and premises, increasing densities and 

housing-led regeneration and renewal, particularly in the city centre.  

 

Important considerations 
 

3.2 Norwich has many assets like open spaces, green infrastructure and the river 

valleys of the Wensum and Yare. The landscape setting of Norwich and the 

proximity of the Broads are other considerations. All these assets will limit the 

scale and location of development in Norwich. The major heritage significance 

of parts of the city mean that particular care needs to be taken in planning, 

locating and designing new development.   

 

3.3 All allocations are expected to address standard requirements associated with 

development.  These vary from place to place but are likely to include mitigation 

for flood risk (as well as SUDs), highway improvements, safeguarding of 

minerals resources, land remediation, and measures to protect the environment 

and biodiversity and avoid landscape intrusion. 

 

Numbers of new homes in Norwich 
 

3.4 As set out in the housing table in policy 7.1, 6,545 homes were either delivered 

in Norwich between the planôs base date of 1st April 2018 and 31st March 2022 

or were planned to be delivered on already committed sites. Including the 

strategic sites at East Norwich (STR.01) and Anglia Square (STR.02), there are 

new allocations and changes to existing allocations providing for 4,178 new 

homes.  This gives a total deliverable housing commitment in policy 7.1 for 

Norwich of 10,723 homes.  

Meeting the development needs in Norwich 
 

3.5 The plan includes both includes some completely new allocations and allows 

for the considerable potential to increase housing densities on previously 

identified sites, particularly in and adjoining the city centre. The city centre will 
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also be a focus for employment, retail, leisure, educational and cultural 

facilities.  

 

3.6 The plan includes a limited number of allocations for employment use and other 

uses carried forward from previous local plans: this includes three sites 

providing for the longer-term expansion of the University of East Anglia. 
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